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MAN U MUST RIDE WAVE OF CONFIDENCE — BOSS
London – Manchester United’s stand-in
manager Michael Carrick continued his
dream start to his second stint in the
position, with victory at Arsenal on
Sunday, and said his team must ride the
wave of confidence that has swept away
the Old Trafford gloom.

Former midfielder Carrick answered
United ’s call in the wake of Ruben
Amorim ’s sacking this month and his two
games in charge have seen a 2-0 win
against Manchester City and a thrilling 3-2

victory at Premier League leaders Arsenal.
“We ’ve got to ride it and use the

emotion; you have got to use the energy
and use the confidence,” Carrick, whose
team moved up to fourth in the table, said.

“You ’ve got to be humble enough to
understand how we could just achieve
these two big results. It doesn’t just come
easy, so we need to continue that and
bottle it and use it again.”

United had to dig deep on Sunday as
Arsenal bossed the opening half-hour and

led through a Lisandro Martinez own goal.
But Bryan Mbeumo was gifted an
equaliser and stunning goals by Patrick
Dorgu and Matheus Cunha in the second
half sealed a first United league win at
Arsenal since 2017.

“The goals were fantastic goals and
some of the football was good, and we
looked dangerous at certain times,”
Carrick, who won multiple league titles in
United ’s midfield, said.

“Other times we had to defend, but it
was just a performance with a bit of
everything, really.”

Carrick was also unbeaten in his
three-game stint as caretaker manager in
2021, including a 3-2 win against Arsenal

before handing over the reins to Ralf
Rangnick. With Carrick placed in charge
until the end of the season this time, he
has the chance to stake his claim for the
role on a permanent basis and his stock
has risen rapidly.

“What happens next? I’m not going to
be answering it every week. I’m enjoying
it and I’ll continue to do what I can,” th e
44-year-old said when asked about his
ambition .

“I know from our perspective it’s just
about moving forward to the next game.
It ’s been less than two weeks that we’ve
been together, so it’s just about keeping
good habits and good routines. The boys
have been fantastic with that.” – Reuters

Arteta urges Arsenal to bounce back
London – Winning a Premier League title
is never going to be a stroll in the park
and Arsenal got a painful reminder of that
on Sunday, with a 3-2 home defeat by
Manchester United increasing the jitters
for the north London club.

At times this season, Mikel Arteta’s side
have looked like they were disappearing
into the distance at the top of the table,
with reigning champions Liverpool
struggling and Manchester City still not
the relentless force they once were.

With City and Aston Villa dropping
points in recent weeks, Arsenal could
have built a daunting advantage as they
seek to win their first title for 22 years
after a series of near misses.

Instead, they have picked up only two
points from their last three games and
have seen their lead cut to four points
with 15 games still to play after Sunday’s
loss, their first home defeat of the season

in all competitions. It is a position that
Arteta would have signed for at the start
of the season, but the anxiety levels are
rising after stunning second-half goals by
Patrick Dorgu and Matheus Cunha sealed
United ’s first league win at Arsenal since
2017.

“If you want to win [the title], you have
to go through these moments,” Arte ta
said. “It ’s totally unrealistic to win every
game you play, the margins are very small
and today even smaller because of the
manner we did certain things.

“Now it’s time to react, to see what we
are made of.”

Arsenal will try to bounce back
tomorrow as they seek to complete a
perfect league phase of the Champions
League with an eighth win.

They take on minnows Kairat Almaty
before a rather tougher test away at Leeds
United in the Premier League. – Reuters

Stand-in manager Michael Carrick who has revived Manchester United’s fortunes
is going to stay for the rest of the season. /Craig Brough
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