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BLOUBERG LAUNCH OWN EXTENDED PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAMME (EPWP)

In a move to alleviate poverty and improve the lives of its community
members, Blouberg Municipality has initiated its own Extended Public Works
programme (EPWP). The programme was launched yesterday (31 October
2011) at the municipal offices.

EPWP, a government initiative provides short- term and long-term work
opportunities and training to unemployed and unskilled individuals.

100 men and women of working age benefited from this initiative. In his 2011
State of the nation address President Jacob Zuma indicated the need to
improve the lives of South Africans by creating 5million jobs in the next five years
so the municipality is heeding the call.

Acting mayor of the day senior ClIir William Moshuhla said initiative will assist to
improve the lives of the poor and contribute to the strategic goals of
government in addressing poverty and unemployment.

Beneficiaries were drawn from all wards of the municipalities and will be
responsible for among other duties; cleaning of streets and graves; cutting of
encroach trees. The employees will report for duty 5 days a week at a rate of R60
a day on a twelve months contract.
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